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A  VARIETY  OF  IDEAS  ABOUT  VARIETIES  .  .  . 

Wc  attended  several  conventions  during  August  and  September,  all 
exciting  though  a  little  soul-trying  at  times.  It  seemed  that  every  so 
often  a  collector  or  dealer  friend  would  jx>ke  his  index  finger  into  Pete’s, 
Ken’s  or  my  breastbone,  look  us  straight  in  the  eye  and  demand  “You’re 
not  going  to  put  the  1960  small  and  large  date  cents  in  the  Red  Book 
(or  coin  folders),  arc  you?”  or  “You  will  include  the  1960  cent  varieties 
in  the  books  and  folders,  won’t  you?”  If  you  were  one  who  spoke  with 
us,  you  will  recall  that  we  promised  that  the  question  would  be  put  to  a 
vote.  Elsewhere  in  this  issue  we  are  outlining  the  survey  plan  and  what  we 
expect  to  learn  and  do  when  the  Ayes  and  Nays  are  counted. 

CHRISTMAS  CASH  .  .  . 

It’s  a  pretty  good  bet  that  thousands  of  coin  collectors  will  find  coin 
books,  albums  and  other  accessories  in  their  Christmas  stockings.  It’s  also  a 
sound  guess  that  other  coin  hobbyists  will  find  cash  gifts  “to  buy  what 
you  like”  among  their  gifts  and  they  will  rush  out  to  buy  coins  and  ac¬ 
cessories  right  after  the  holidays.  Our  point  is  simply  that  Christmas 
shopping  doesn’t  end  with  Christmas.  Keep  your  stocks  up  for  January 
which,  records  prove,  is  only  the  beginning  of  the  lively  coin  supply  season. 

THE  SOUND  AND  THE  TUMULT  .  .  . 

There  were  times  during  the  past  few  weeks  when  all  six  of  us  (The 
girls  are  Rita,  Judy  and  Joyce)  could  have  used  a  third  hand  for  the 
pencils  and  another  car  for  the  phones,  what  with  new  items,  rush  orders 
and  lots  of  friendly  letters.  The  coin  tubes  proved  a  real  sensation  and 
we  were  literally  swamped  until  supplies  caught  up  with  demand.  Red 
Books  and  Blue  Books  were  leaving  our  premises  faster  than  the  presses 
could  turn  them  out.  The  next  go-around  will  involve  four  new  numbers 
in  the  “All-In-One”  green  folder  line  and  fourteen  new  PlastiClad  boards, 
not  to  mention  the  long  anticipated  Book  Shelf  acetate  slide  albums  with 
45  separate  volumes.  .  .  . 

We’ve  nin  out  of  space,  but  everything  will  be  announced  and  fully 
described  in  due  time. 


R.  S.  Yeoman 
Vice-President  and 
General  Manager 
Coin  Supply  Division 


PREVIEW  LOOK  AT 
BOOKSHELF  ALBUM 

At  long  last  we  are  now  able  to  give 
you  an  advance  look  at  our  new 
BOOKSHELF  ACETATE  SLIDE 
COIN  ALBUM.  A  small  trial  run  of 
these  albums  was  completed  early  in 
October  and  a  sample  was  sent  to  each 
of  the  Whitman  Coin  Supply  jobbers. 
Many  dealers  have  had  a  chance  to  sec 
and  inspect  the  new  holder  through 
their  local  supplier.  For  those  of  you 
who  have  not  seen  one  yet,  we  are 


The  special  feature  of  this  newly 
designed  holder  is  the  manner  in  which 
coins  are  displayed  in  an  attractive 
setting,  completely  visible  on  both  sides. 
Coins  are  sandwiched  between  two 
pieces  of  clear  acetate  plastic  which 
not  only  allow  both  sides  of  the  coins 
to  be  seen  but  also  give  maximum  pro¬ 
tection  against  handling,  abrasion  and 
tarnish. 

Each  album  is  an  actual  book  with 
a  sturdy  attractive  book  cover  and 
pages  that  will  open  and  lie  flat  for 
viewing  or  displaying  any  page.  The 
albums  have  either  two,  three  or  four 
pages  depending  upon  the  series  of 
coins  that  they  will  hold.  When  produc¬ 
tion  gets  into  full  swing,  there  will  be 
45  separate  volumes  in  the  series  cover¬ 
ing  all  of  the  popular  United  States 
and  Canadian  coins.  Special  unprinted 
albums  will  also  be  designed  to  hold  the 
collector’s  own  arrangement  of  stand¬ 
ard  size  coins.  Albums  for  yearly  mint 
sets,  commemorative  half  dollars  and 


a  complete  tvf>c  set  of  U.  S.  coins  will 
also  be  available. 

All  of  the  BOOKSHELF  ACETATE 
SLIDE  albums  will  be  uniform  in  si/e, 
color  and  appearance.  The  backbone 
of  each  book  is  neatly  stamped  in  gold 
with  the  title  of  the  collection.  One 
other  feature  of  these  BOOKSHELF 
albums  is  the  convenient  thumb-hole 
slot  that  facilitates  removal  of  the 
acetate  slide  when  inserting  or  remov¬ 
ing  coins.  The  prices  will  be:  2  pages, 
$2.00;  3  pages,  $2.75;  and  4  pages, 
$3.50. 

Developing  this  album  to  its  present 
state  of  perfection  has  been  a  long  hard 
road.  Ever)-  step  of  the  experimental 
run  was  full  of  obstacles  which  had  to 
be  overcome.  Adhesives,  paper  coatings, 
graining  of  paper  surfaces  and  manu¬ 
facture  of  special  machinery  all  con¬ 
tributed  to  unlooked-for  delays.  The 
first  trial  run  had  to  be  scrapped  and  a 
complete  new  album  designed  to  meet 
our  specifications  for  rigidity. 

Well,  that  is  your  preview  look  at 
the  BOOKSHELF  album.  We  arc 
pleased  and  proud  of  this  new  product 
and  firmly  believe  that  you  will  be 
happy  with  it  too.  Watch  for  the  formal 
announcement  of  this  item  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  MERCHANDISER  and 
in  all  of  the  leading  coin  magazines. 
Albums  should  be  ready  for  distribution 
soon. 


A  DATE  WITH 
DESTINY 

The  time  is  fast  approaching  when 
we  must  resolve  the  question  of  whether 
or  not  die  1960  large  and  small  date 
Lincoln  cents  should  be  included  in 
the  fifteenth  edition  of  the  GUIDE 
BOOK  OF  U.  S.  COINS.  A  decision 
must  also  be  reached  about  adding  these 
coins  to  the  HANDBOOK  and  blue 
coin  folders  also. 

Everyone  that  we  have  questioned 
on  this  subject  lias  expressed  a  very 
definite  opinion  either  for  or  against 
these  coins.  Since  there  seems  to  be  no 
arbitrary  middle  ground,  we  have  de¬ 
cided  to  settle  the  question  by  asking 
collectors  and  dealers  throughout  the 
country’  to  give  us  their  views  on  the 
1960  cents. 

The  opinions  of  over  2,000  coin  col¬ 
lectors  will  be  requested  through  a 
special  mailing  to  names  taken  at  ran¬ 
dom  from  two  entirely  different  sources. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  opinions  of 
an  equal  number  of  coin  dealers,  we  arc 
asking  every  active  dealer  who  receives 
the  MERCHANDISER  to  send  us  a 
postcard  or  letter  answering  the  follow¬ 
ing  questions: 

1.  Do  you  favor  listing  the  large  and 
small  date  cents  in  future  editions  of  the 
GUIDE  BOOK  and  HANDBOOK? 


2.  Should  the  1960  large  and  small 
date  cents  be  added  to  the  WHITMAN 
blue  coin  folders? 

3.  Do  you  think  that  the  popularity 
of  these  cents  will  remain  constant,  in¬ 
crease  or  decrease  in  future  years? 

Your  opinions  on  the  following  items 
would  also  be  of  interest  to  us:  Are 
these  coins  important  in  the  numismatic 
history  of  the  United  States? 

Do  you  believe  that  a  small  group  of 
people  arc  controlling  the  prices  of  the 
1960  cents? 

What  other  varieties  of  U.  S.  coins 
do  you  feel  should  be  added  to  or  taken 
out  of  the  GUIDE  BOOK  or  the  blue 
coin  folders? 

Your  votes  about  the  inclusion  of  the 
1960  cents  will  be  of  major  importance 
to  us.  We  feel  that  the  decision  as  to 
whether  or  not  these  varieties  should  be 
included  in  our  publications  can  only  be 
decided  by  the  vote  of  a  large  group  of 
both  collectors  and  dealers.  Please  ad¬ 
dress  your  postcard  replies  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  Ken  Bressett,  WHITMAN 
PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  1220 
Mound  Avenue,  Racine,  Wisconsin. 

COMING  SOON 
MARK*'' 
YOUR  CALENDAR 

Nineteen  new  numbers  arc  being  added 
to  the  existing  lines  of  WHITMAN 
coin  albums.  See  story  elsewhere  in 
this  issue  giving  full  details. 

“Royal  Greek  Portrait  Coins,”  by  E.  T. 
Newell — The  type  is  being  set  right 
now  and  the  book  should  be  ready 
for  distribution  in  January  or 
February. 

Bookshelf  Acetate  Slide  Coin  Album — 
The  trial  run  of  this  new  album  has 
been  completed.  We  arc  pleased 
with  the  results  and  know  that  you 
will  be  too.  The  first  eight  production 
run  numbers  will  soon  be  ready. 
“Coins  of  the  Bible,”  by  R.  S.  Yeoman 
— This  is  die  newest  booklet  to  be 
added  to  the  popular  $1.00  Coin 
Reference  Scries.  Already  in  pro¬ 
duction;  it  will  be  released  sometime 
in  January. 


IN  THE  or 
PLANNI 
STAGE 


‘Pageant  of  World  Commemorative 
Coins,”  their  meaning  and  symbol¬ 
ism — by  Thomas  W.  Becker.  An  in¬ 
formative  book  on  a  popular  field  of 
collecting.  Fully  illustrated.  Should 
be  in  print  by  mid  1961. 


“Commemorative  U.  S.  Coins,”  by  Arlic 
Slabaugh — Parts  of  this  have  already 
appeared  in  the  Numismatic  Scrap¬ 
book  Magazine.  Publication  in  book 
form  should  make  it  a  ‘standard’  1 
on  the  subject  for  many  years  to  ^ 
come. 

“The  Fantastic  History  of  the  1804 
Dollars,”  by  Walter  Breen,  Eric  P. 
Newman,  Ken  Bressett  and  Lynn 
Glaser — The  basic  research  is  nearly 
completed.  This  book  will  give  com¬ 
plete  information  on  the  most  mis¬ 
understood  and  controversial  coin 
in  the  United  States  scries. 

“The  U.  S. — Philippine  Coin  Book,” 
by  Neil  Shafer — This  has  started  to 
run  in  serial  form  in  the  Numismatic 
Scrapbook.  Will  be  added  to  the 
$1.00  Coin  Reference  Series  as  soon 
as  possible. 

“Misstruck  Coins,”  by  Charles  Scher- 
merhom — Getting  this  book  ready 
is  a  long  hard  process.  The  finished 
results  will  be  worth  waiting  for. 
Look  for  it  sometime  during  1961. 

“Coins  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Virgin 
Islands,”  by  Maurice  Gould — Being 
planned  for  the  Coin  Reference 
Scries  as  a  companion  to  the  Alas¬ 
kan,  Hawaiian  and  Philippine  books. 


The  familiar  WHITMAN  oval  trade¬ 
mark  has  recently  been  registered  and 
can  no  longer  be  used  in  connection 
with  a  phrase  such  as  “Whitman  Coin 
Supply  Merchandiser.”  Because  of  this 
regulation  we  had  our  artist  redesign 
the  front  page  to  conform  with  the 
rules.  In  the  future,  the  words  REG. 
U.  S.  PAT.  OFF.  will  appear  beneath 
the  oval  whenever  it  is  used.  We  hope 
you  like  the  new  masthead. 

Do  you  receive  two  copies  of  the 
Merchandiser?  Is  your  correct  address 
being  used?  Do  you  wish  to  continue 
receiving  the  Merchandiser?  We  would 
like  to  start  off  the  new  year  by  bringing 
our  mailing  list  up  to  date,  correcting 
addresses  and  dropping  the  names  of 
dealers  who  do  not  have  an  interest  in 
the  WHITMAN  line.  Your  name  will 
remain  on  the  list,  exactly  as  it  is  now, 
unless  you  request  a  change.  Please 
send  us  a  note  if  any  changes  are  in^ 
order.  J 

Sqme  dealers  are  merchandising  the” 
cellophane  and  polyethylene  coin  en¬ 
velopes  by  punching  a  hole  near  the 
top  of  each  bag  of  100  and  hanging 
them  on  the  standard  wire  hooks  of  a 
pegboard  display  rack.  This  seems  like 


an  excellent  idea  and  has  produced 
good  results  in  every  instance. 

We  apologize,  but  the  coin  supply 
^isplay  racks  are  still  in  the  experi¬ 
mental  stage  and  we  cannot  give  you 
<tnv  details  on  the  project  yet.  If  you 
have  an  inexpensive  rack  that  you 
have  used  successfully,  we  would  ap¬ 
preciate  hearing  about  it. 

The  following  photograph  is  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  interest  of  all  concerned. 


FAKE  ORIGINAL 


rich  green  textured  board  cover  with 
gold  stamped  titles  on  the  cover  and 
binding  edge.  The  new  styles  in  this 
series  will  also  hold  complete  collec¬ 
tions  of  the  Barber  dimes,  quarters  and 
half  dollars  from  1892  through  1916 
and  the  Liberty  standing  quarters 
coined  from  1916  to  1930. 

One  new  album  was  added  to  the 
35$*  blue  coin  folder  series.  This  will  be 
stock  number  9087  and  will  cover  the 
balance  of  the  Canadian  silver  dollars 
of  Elizabeth  II  from  1958  to  date.  This 
folder  is  a  continuation  of  number 
9073  which  covers  Canadian  silver  dol¬ 
lars  through  1957. 

All  of 'the  new  WHITMAN  coin 
holders  will  be  available  through  your 
local  jobbers  very  soon. 


The  coin  shown  on  the  right  is  a 
genuine  1916  Denver  mint  dime.  The 
piece  on  the  left  is  a  skillful  alteration 
made  by  soldering  a  mintmark  on  a 
1916  Philadelphia  dime.  This  forgery 
can  be  detected  by  the  tell-tale  scratches 
or  tool  marks  around  the  mint  mark 
and  by  its  incorrect  positioning.  The 
forget!  coin  was  recently  sold  in  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wisconsin  by  a  part  time 
dealer  as  a  genuine  piece.  Earlier  this 
year  a  similar  piece  was  making  the 

I  rounds  in  Chicago  but  no  reputable 
dealer  would  handle  it.  The  fake  1916 
dimes  are  apparently  part  of  a  large 
quantity  of  skillfully  altered  rare  coins 
that  came  out  of  Canada  during  the 
past  year. 

NINETEEN  NEW 
ALBUMS 


A  total  of  nineteen  new  coin  albums 
arc  being  designed  for  addition  to  the 
existing  lines  of  WHITMAN  coin  hold¬ 
ers.  Fourteen  of  these  holders  arc  in  the 
PlastiClad  series  which  has  shown  a 
great  increase  in  popularity  during  the 
past  year.  The  new  styles  of  holders  will 
cover  the  complete  collections  of  Barber 
dimes,  quarters  and  half  dollars  and  the 
Liberty  standing  quarters. 

This  brings  the  total  number  of 
panels  in  the  PlastiClad  series  to  51. 
The  series  is  designed  to  house  a  col¬ 
lection  of  all  regular  U.  S.  silver  coins 
from  1892  to  date  and  all  minor  coins 
starting  with  the  Shield  type  nickels 
and  small  cents.  Other  styles  are  also 
available  for  U.  S.  Commemorative 
coins,  mint  sets,  and  unprinted  boards 
Tor  tlic  collector’s  own  arrangement  of 
Standard  size  U.  S.  coins.  The  com¬ 
plete  unit  (card  and  plastic  case)  re¬ 
tails  for  $1.00  each. 

Four  new  albums  were  added  to  the 
WHITMAN  “All-In-One”  coin  folder 
book  scries  which  retails  for  $1.50  each. 
The  folders  in  this  series  all  have  a 


SPOTLIGHT  ON 
WHITMAN 
PLASTIC  TUBES 


The  new  WHITMAN  plastic  coin 
tubes  have  proven  to  be  an  outstanding 
success.  Our  many  jobbers  and  dealers 
have  been  anxious  to  add  these  tubes 
to  their  line  to  satisfy  the  demands  of 
collectors  all  over  the  country. 

We  were  a  little  embarrassed  at  first 
when  our  national  advertising  appeared 
in  several  magazines  l>eforc  the  tubes 
were  actually  ready  for  shipment.  This 
rather  unusual  situation  occurred  be¬ 
cause  it  is  always  necessary  to  prepare 
advertising  several  weeks  in  advance. 
The  tube  manufacturer  (located  in 
Chicago)  had  promised  delivery  on  a 
specific  date  but  due  to  unforeseen 
delays,  the  tubes  were  not  ready  for 
shipment  until  after  the  ads  appeared. 
By  the  time  that  a  normal  daily  pro¬ 
duction  was  reached,  the  orders  were 
pouring  in  so  fast  that  it  was  com¬ 
pletely  impossible  to  keep  up  with  them. 

Full  time  production  on  the  cent 
tubes  alone  for  about  one  month  was 
necessary  before  we  could  begin  pro¬ 
duction  on  the  nickel  and  dime  tubes. 
By  this  time  there  was  such  a  backlog  of 
orders  that  it  looked  like  a  nearly 


impossible  task  to  increase  production 
sufficiently  to  handle  the  daily  require¬ 
ments. 

If  everything  goes  as  planned,  pro¬ 
duction  should  catch  up  to  the  orders 
within  a  few  weeks.  By  the  time  this 
article  appears,  we  should  be  able  to 
supply  tubes  for  all  denominations  and 
be  able  to  fill  all  orders  as  they  come  in. 

Putting  these  new  plastic  tubes  on 
the  market  has  presented  its  share  of 
obstacles  which  had  to  be  overcome. 
Our  first  problem  was  to  have  the  die 
maker  design  a  cap  that  would  fit 
snugly  on  the  tube  and  yet  allow  the 
air  to  escape  and  eliminate  the  buildup 
of  trapped  air  that  prevents  many 
tubes  from  sealing  properly. 

A  great  deal  of  experimenting  was 
also  earned  on  to  select  a  suitable  type 
of  plastic  that  would  be  crystal-clear 
and  absolutely  harmless  to  uncirculated 
coins.  Experimentation  with  polystyrene 
proved  that  this  material  was  the  ideal 
solution.  Weeks  of  careful  planning  and 
trials  were  necessary  to  assure  that  the 
lubes  were  all  of  the  proper  size  to 
accommodate  standard  rolls  of  each 
denomination. 

A  special  box  was  designed  to  hold 
100  tubes.  The  tubes  are  kept  free  from 
scratching  and  breakage  by  cardboard 
dividers  placed  between  each  tube.  The 
carton  itself  is  made  not  only  to  serve 
as  a  sturdy  shipping  container,  but  it 
may  also  be  used  for  storage  of  full 
rolls  or  as  a  counter  display  on  the 
dealer’s  shelf.  The  sides  and  cover  of 
the  display  carton  arc  suitably  printed. 
By  simply  placing  one  or  more  of  these 
cartons  in  a  prominent  spot  in  your 
store,  the  tubes  will  sell  themselves  on 
sight. 

Notice  how  attractive  the  coin  tube 
containers  look  in  the  display  that  was 
set  up  by  Hubert  Polzcr  in  his  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wisconsin  store. 

Polzer's  coin  shop  hoi  long  boon  a  numismatic 
landmork  in  Milwauk««.  Hubert  is  shown  hero  in 
his  store  at  4716  W.  Center  Street,  discussing  the 
new  WHITMAN  coin  tubes. 


PARDON  OUR 
ERRRORS 

Each  year  a  certain  number  of  errors 
seem  to  creep  into  the  GUIDE  BOOK 
and  the  HANDBOOK  OF  U.  S. 
COINS;  this  year  has  been  no  excep¬ 
tion.  It  is  always  regrettable  when 
typographical  errors  go  undetected  until 
after  the  books  are  printed,  but  it  just 
seems  to  be  a  part  of  the  publishing 
game. 

Errors  are  often  noticed  while  the 
books  are  still  on  the  press.  When  this 
happens,  the  presses  are  stopped  and 
the  corrections  made  immediately.  This 
year  several  changes  were  made  in  this 
manner.  Many  other  changes  or  cor¬ 
rections  were  made  later  in  the  year 
when  the  two  books  were  put  back 
on  the  press  for  a  second  printing. 

We  think  that  a  list  of  the  errors 
that  have  been  corrected  will  be  of  use 
to  every  dealer.  It  will  enable  you  to 
answer  any  questions  that  collectors 
may  ask  you  about  these  items.  It  may 
also  give  you  a  little  better  understand¬ 
ing  of  the  way  that  we  try  to  make 
these  books  as  accurate  and  reliable  as 
possible. 

There  were  four  errors  in  the 
HANDBOOK  this  year.  All  of  these 
were  corrected  in  either  the  first  or 
second  printing.  The  1931  S  Lincoln 
cent  was  listed  in  VF  condition  at 
$1.00  when  it  should  have  been  $10.00; 
and  the  1953  five-cent  piece  was  listed 
in  VF  as  being  worth  50*  when  it 
should  have  been  only  5*.  These  were 
both  typographical  errors.  Through  an 
oversight,  the  price  of  the  1950  D  5* 
was  not  changed.  It  should  have  been 
listed  as  being  worth  20<f  VG  and  50* 
VF.  On  page  72,  the  total  number  of 
different  types  of  commemorative  half 
dollars  should  read  48  and  not  49. 


The  errors  in  this  year’s  GUIDE 
BOOK  were  more  numerous  and,  to 
some  extent,  more  serious.  Page  35 
listed  two  1776  Contintental  dollars  in 
pewter  of  the  CURRENCY  type. 
Actually,  the  rare,  unpriced  variety  has 
the  spelling  CURRENCEY.  Prices  were 
given  for  the  1786  variety  Connecticut 
cent  with  UCTORI  legend.  As  near  as 
we  can  determine,  this  coin  is  unique 
and  should  not  be  priced  at  all.  On 
page  37  the  spelling  of  CONSTEL- 
LATIO  was  given  as  CONSTELLA¬ 
TION  for  the  1785  cent  with  pointed 
rays.  Also  in  the  Early  American  section 
the  listing  of  two  of  the  Higley  coppers 
was  mixed  up.  The  1737  VALVE  ME 
AS  YOU  PLEASE/3  hammer*,  is  the 
piece  that  is  Ex.  Rare  (2  or  3  known) 
and  not  the  coin  that  is  inscribed 
VALUE,  etc. 

The  pictures  of  the  1826  large  cents 
were  transposed.  The  photo  with  cap¬ 
tion  “1826  over  25”  was  actually  the 
close  date  variety.  The  photo  captioned 
“close  date”  was  the  overdate  coin. 

Two  strange  errors  occurred  when 
both  the  1873  dime  and  half  dollar  with 
open  3  were  listed  as  “open  C”!  A  very 
obvious  error  was  the  listing  of  a  1949 
S  dime  in  proof  condition  at  $1 1.00  and 
no  mention  of  the  1950  proof  dime.  The 
listing  of  two  gold  dollars,  the  1856 
slanting  5  and  1856  upright  5,  as  Type 
2  coins  instead  of  Type  3,  brought  us 
a  flood  of  comments  and  inquiries. 

Many  questions  were  also  asked 
about  the  listing  of  Barber  type  coins 
this  year.  Coins  were  priced  in  GOOD 
condition  in  the  first  column  and  in 
VERY  GOOD  condition  in  the  second 
column.  This  was  done  intentionally  be¬ 
cause  many  dealers  felt  that  the  earlier 
dates  in  this  series  should  be  priced  in 
a  lower  grade  of  condition.  The  situa¬ 
tion  did,  however,  cause  some  confusion 
and  may  have  to  be  changed  next  year. 


The  1873  closed  3  quarter  which 
normally  sells  for  $30  to  $50,  was 
somehow  listed  as  being  Ex.  rare  in  the 
first  printing.  Caught  without  time  t^ 
determine  its  true  value,  the  price  waS 
left  out  altogether  in  the  second  print¬ 
ing.  A  few  coins  were  listed  with 
obviously  erroneous  dates:  The  1880 
S  Morgan  dollar,  1800  S;  the  1855  S 
five  dollar  gold,  1885  S,  and  the  1842 
ten  dollar  gold  as  1942.  Last,  but  not 
least,  the  Saudi-Arabian  gold  discs  men¬ 
tioned  on  page  204  as  being  made  in 
1947-48  were  coined  in  1945-47. 


A  STOCK  QUESTION 

During  October  we  sent  out  a  ques¬ 
tionnaire  to  some  500  coin  and  hobby 
dealers  asking  their  assistance  in  a 
survey  to  determine  just  what  consti¬ 
tutes  an  average  well  balanced  stock 
of  WHITMAN  coin  supplies. 

The  names  used  in  tills  mailing  were 
selected  at  random  from  the  mailing 
list  of  the  Coin  Supply  Merchandiser. 

A  proportionate  number  of  names  were 
picked  from  each  state  and  most  of  the 
larger  cities. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  results  of  this 
survey  will  give  us  a  clearer  under¬ 
standing  of  the  way  that  the  average 
hobby  dealer  handles  our  merchandise^^ 
A  full  report  of  the  outcome  of  this^^ 
survey  will  be  printed  in  the  next  issue 
of  CSM  in  the  belief  that  it  will  be  of 
interest  to  all  dealers.’ 

We  wish  to  thank  everyone  who  has 
co-operated  with  us  by  returning  the 
questionnaire.  All  of  your  remarks  and 
comments  are  of  importance  to  us — 
none  of  them  was  overlooked.  We  only 
regret  that  not  enough  of  the  answers 
were  returned  in  time  to  review  them 
in  this  month’s  Merchandiser. 
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